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AICPA’S MINORITY INITIATIVES COMMITTEE RECEIVED THE 2009 AMERICAN 

ACCOUNTING ASSOCIATION DIVERSITY SECTION SERVICE EXCELLENCE AWARD 

 

 

New York  (Aug. 19, 2009) -- The American Institute of Certified Public Accountants’ Minority 

Initiatives Committee was named the recipient of the 2009 Diversity Section Excellence Award from the 

American Accounting Association.   

 

The AAA Diversity Section Award for Excellence recognizes section members whose service has 

been exemplary.  The award is given to individuals and organizations who have made sustained and 

significant contributions to the productivity and success of the Diversity Section.  Candidates are 

evaluated based on the achievement and high level of success that may include public service in an area 

related to the individual’s professional area and responsibilities, professional service, and/or service 

activities to AAA and the Diversity Section.  

 

The AICPA Minority Initiatives Committee has demonstrated a long-standing commitment in the 

effort to assist underrepresented minorities in becoming certified public accountants through a myriad of 

programs including student scholarships, leadership development programs, advertising campaigns and 

the support of efforts by strategic partners, including the National Association of Black Accountants, Inc. 

and the Association of Latino Professionals in Finance and Accounting.   The committee’s commitment 

to supporting and encouraging diverse representation in academia includes its ongoing financial support 

of the AAA Diversity Section and The PhD Project, as well as its Fellowship for Minority Doctoral 

Students.   
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The Committee is comprised of the following AICPA members: 
 
Genevia Gee Fulbright, CPA, PA, chair, MIC, president and CEO, Fulbright & Fulbright, Durham, N.C. 
 
James Dannemiller, CPA, director, SS&G Financial Services, Inc., Akron, Ohio 
 
Loretta Doon, CPA, CEO, California Society of CPAs, Los Angeles 
 
Catherine Garcia, CPA, COO, Association of Latino Professionals in Finance and Accounting, Los 
Angeles 
 
Kim Griffin-Hunter, CPA, partner / national sector leader, Deloitte & Touche LLP, Miami 
 
Jeffery L. Hill, CPA, CFO, Habitat for Humanity Detroit, Detroit 
 
Sharon Lassar, CPA, PhD., director, school of accounting, Florida International University, Miami 
 
Sean McCabe, managing shareholder, Anuskewicz & McCabe P.C., Albuquerque 
 
Dorri McWhorter, CPA, partner, Crowe Horwath LLP, Chicago 
 
Gail Sparks Pitts, controller, Oakland Community College, Bloomfield Hills, Mich. 
 
Diana Cruz Solash, director, human resources, Ernst & Young, New York 
 
Ronald Taylor, CPA, director of recruiting, operations and diversity, Eisner LLP 
Director of Recruiting, Operations and Diversity, New York 
 
Maria Thomas, CPA, principal, LarsonAllen LLP, Orlando 
 
H. James Williams, CPA, Ph.D., dean, Seidman College of Business, Grand Valley State University 
Dean, Grand Rapids, Mich. 
 

About the AICPA  
The American Institute of Certified Public Accountants (www.aicpa.org) is the national, professional 
association of CPAs, with more than 360,000 CPA members in business and industry, public practice, 
government, education, student affiliates, and international associates. It sets ethical standards for the 
profession and U.S. auditing standards for audits of private companies, nonprofit organizations, federal, 
state and local governments. It develops and grades the Uniform CPA Examination. The AICPA 
publishes the Web site www.IFRS.com to inform members and the public about international accounting 
standards.  
  
The AICPA maintains offices in New York, Washington, D.C., Durham, N.C., Ewing, N.J., and 
Lewisville, Texas.  

 
Media representatives are invited to visit the AICPA Online Media Center at www.aicpa.org/mediacenter. 
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